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Legislative Network 

Shroud of  Turin Ministry 

A great deal, both scientifically and historically, has become known as well as hypothesized 
about the Shroud. Many have testified that becoming familiar with the corpus of data and 
hypotheses concerning the Shroud has led to deep contemplation that has indeed 
strengthened faith, and even changed lives.  

This is what prompted the founding of The American Confraternity of the Holy Shroud (ACHS). 
The mission of the Confraternity is to develop ways that the Shroud, whether it is “authentic” 
or an iconic representation, of Jesus’ passion and death, may illuminate and strengthen 
Christian faith.   the Shroud may be seen as a witness to a deeper understanding of what 
occurred in the Easter Tomb of Him whom Christians call Christ.   

The deacon does a presentation with questions for about two hours in the dark.  An offering is 
suggested and given to the American Confraternity of the Holy Shroud in Colorado Springs. 

The U.S. Catholic bishops remind Catholics about the call to participate in political life. “In the 
Catholic tradition,” they write, “responsible citizenship is a virtue, and participation in political 
life is a moral obligation” (no. 13).  

To help define how best to participate, Deacons have began a Legislative Network.  They are 
creating a guide to the political process to be distributed in the parishes so that the faithful of 
the Archdiocese understand the importance of letting their voice be heard. They are  
encouraging Deacons to become involved in the process by attending caucuses with guidelines; 
encouraging Deacons to preach on tough moral issues, Life, Marriage, Religious Liberty and the 
Transgender Movement; providing support if Deacons have questions about their participation 
in the political process as a Deacon.  
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Mission Apostolate to Vietnam 

 

The Father Kieu Charity is the continuous charity works of the late Father Khuat Dang Tich, 
the Founder, in Binh Gia village of Chau Duc county, 100 miles SE of Saigon City, Vietnam 
since 2000. The charity focuses on helping the poor. The Volunteer Group of 25 people in 
Vietnam have been in action since 2004.  They assist with 4 projects: The Heart to Heart 
Housing Project (Nhà Nhân Ái) which has assisted 30 families with housing, 4 orphanages, a 
nursing home and the Aborted Fetus Coffins Project.   

The deacon and his family help raise money in the U.S.  to support the projects through the 
charity based in Pennsylvania. They are members of the Board of Directors and travel to 
Vietnam every 3-5  years to check on the projects and the volunteers. 

Mission Apostolate to Mexico 

A Denver Deacon residing in El Paso , TX  travels to Juarez, Mexico on a monthly basis to visit 
the seminarians at Conciliar Seminary of Ciudad Juarez.  

 He visits with them and together they  study sacred scripture in the form of Lectio Divina with 
meditation and prayer.   
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“Mission” means different things to different people.  Short-term mission experiences are 
interesting, but some Deacons take on a Mission Apostolate more akin to the early missionaries 
of the Church who left home and family to bring His good news to the world.       

For many years, Deacons from Denver have had a presence in African countries.  From Kenya to 
the Congo and beyond, Deacons bring the Word to those in remote areas of the continent that 
need a Catholic witness.  These locations have people living in areas with no roads, electricity, 
or running water.  Eager to know the faith, there can be as many as 21 adults baptized in a day. 
With the parish Priest, Deacons provide Eucharist up to 19 churches within parish boundaries. 

While some live in Africa for months, other 
Deacons bring teams of experts for a finite 
period to help build essential facilities 
needed to sustain adequate food, housing 
and water supplies. Some missions also 
provide education for adults and children. 

“His Work Foundation” is a ministry started 
by a Denver Deacon to help raise money for 
housing retired priests in Africa who would 
otherwise live in difficult conditions.       

Mission Apostolates to Africa  

Mission Apostolate to Haiti  
Volunteers from the Archdiocese  have created  the Global Outreach Ministry , they along 
with volunteers having expertise in education, travel to Haiti and provide missionary services 
to an orphanage.  The volunteers built a covering for the  vegetable seedlings area and a 
retractable awning for the produce garden to protect 
the orphanage food source from the intense heat. They 
supply books in Creole for the library and assist the 
instructors at the school with classroom management 
skills. 

The Deacon helps coordinate the mission trips and is a 
member of the team providing services at the 
orphanage during their visits.     
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The Archdiocese of Denver Diaconate Community is made up of dedicated ordained men who 
not only serve their parishes but their brother Deacons and the many lost individuals in the 
Archdiocese.  This document is designed to consolidate the many ministries conducted and 
assisted by Deacons under the leadership of the Archbishop. 

The Archdiocesan Policy Manual or “Bluebook” provides a look into the many functions of the 
Deacon, as well as, some of the Diaconal organizations that support their brother Deacons in a 
leadership capacity.  Among the primary diaconal avenues of service and support are Deacon 
Council, and the Personnel Board. 

 

The Deacon Council is made up of Regional and Associate Directors  which meet quarterly  to 
discuss the ministries and their lives as Deacons in their regions.  They provide education 
opportunities, information exchange and fraternal activities and counsel.  They represent the 
Deacons in their region, providing status to the Director on the welfare and needs of their 
personnel, as well as, their families.    

The Personnel Board meets monthly to oversee personnel issues and to advise the Director on 
assignments and recommendations for personnel action for the Archbishop to consider.  They 
also look at hardship situations and oversee the St. Lawrence Assistance Funding for Deacons.   

More information can be found in the Policy Handbook Chapter 2, Part 5. 

Consultative Organization  

Introduction 
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Additional support to Deacons, outside the Policy Manual include Committees that design  assistance 
tools to help Deacons better serve their parishes and programs.  This includes the Master of Ceremony, 
Liturgical Assistance, Marriage Assistance Advisors, and Tribunal Support. 

By their ordination, Deacons are called to serve at the altar and to assist the Principal Celebrant in his 
liturgical capacity.  This service also includes accomplishing the duties of the Master of Ceremonies or 
MC.  Deacon MCs must be flexible with their time and be leaders within the Diaconal Community.  They 
must be willing to conduct themselves with discipline and certainty so that the Mass is conducted with 
the reverence and majesty it deserves.  Therefore, adequate training for MCs is critical and the ability to 
take constructive criticism is necessary.  

To help empathize the importance of the Deacon in the Mass, a Liturgy Assistance Committee is set up   
in each Diaconal Region in the Archdiocese.  These advisers are available to visit and consult with  
Deacons relative to how an Archdiocesan Mass is conducted.  Each Advisor has been specially trained on 
how to conduct a Mass with the Archbishop or Bishop.   

The Emmaus Spirituality Group is a ministry to help Deacons draw closer to God through prayer and 
fellowship.  This ministry is designed to build fraternity and prayer through Deacons holding each other 
accountable and encouraging an interior inspection and intercession.  These are prayer groups that bond 
together and build bonds with the help of God.   

As Clergy,  many Deacons have first hand experience of the pitfalls and graces that are exchanged in the 
Sacrament of Marriage.  This makes Deacons uniquely qualified to study and communicate to couples 
some of the tools that can help avoid struggles and failures that can result in a marriage that is not 
properly prepared.  The Marriage Assistance Committee investigates and helps with Marriage 
Preparation and Sacramental Ceremonies.  Deacons Advisors also provide information on critical areas to 
help tackle difficult subjects that are prominent in our society today.   

Upon request, Deacons provide 
Tribunal Support and are asked to 
develop templates and manage 
canonical issues that are often very 
difficult for the Church and the 
individuals concerned.  These 
processes include such things as the 
clerical loss of faculties and helping 
some individuals become laicized.  
These are difficult areas and it takes 
a person who is willing to work 
pastorally in these sensitive areas. 

 

 

                                                                                                      27 

       

 

 Jesus Our Hope Retreat Center  

  Jesus Our Hope is nestled in Jefferson County, 40 minutes 
southwest of downtown Denver. At an elevation of 6,800 feet, 
these consecrated grounds are situated on 62 acres of rugged 
woodland dedicated to God. The St Francis House (pictured) 
provides sanctuary not only for people of all faiths, but also 
for birds and wildlife. 
Spacious with kitchen, sleeps 8,  and a chapel with the Blessed Sacrament, it has all the 
comforts of home, without the distractions of TV and cell phones.  A prayer garden and 
chapel are just a couple of the quiet settings that will lead you to spiritual meditation. An ideal 
location for overnight/one day retreats for small church groups, parish staff, and small 
organizations that want to meet God in an uninterrupted setting.  The solitude and beauty of 
nature is a constant reminder of the love God has for this earth, for each of us.  God will speak 
to you there and you will return to your daily life blessed and renewed.  
The deacon assists with operations and maintenance through his role on the Board of JOHH. 
Reservations are handled by The Community of the Beatitudes: 303-697-7539 
jesusourhoperetreat@gmail.com 

Marian Ministry 

Deacons have a special place in their heart for Our Mother Mary.  Deacons have consecrated 
themselves to her, have taken pilgrimages and are members of movements and societies  
formed to venerate her since she has appeared and spoken to the faithful in Mexico, France, 
Ireland, Portugal & Bosnia. With The International Marian Movements of Priests, the Deacon 
and his wife are part of a Prayer Cenacle at the parish to ask for intersessions by Our Mother 
Mary for the Church.  They are also involved in the regional Marian Conferences held in 
Denver each year and have made pilgrimages to Mexico and France.  

Another Deacon is available to give talks on the 4 Marian Dogmas 
as well as give advice on Consecrations, like 33 Days to Morning 
Glory or St. Louis de Monfort and pilgrimages to Bosnia.  
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Libro Christo is an integrated program for clergy, mental health professionals and laity to form 
teams in order to assist and support exorcists in the ministry of liberation from suspected 
extraordinary diabolical activity.  While the parish Priest is the primary spiritual exorcists, the 
Deacons build groups that assist the petitioner through prayer and follow up.  These prayers 
and meetings help build the confidence in the individual so that they are able to maintain a 
healthy spiritual life and provide a means to help overcome temptation and failure.   

The Liber Christo method follow traditional Catholic liberation practices which focus on 
reconciliation & a continuing practice of the Catholic faith.  It is truly a form of spiritual warfare. 

Libro Christo—a Healing Ministry 

Men’s Spirituality Ministry  
Deacons at different parishes lead Men’s Spirituality Groups.  They have used programs such as 
“That Man Is You!” Catholicism, “Be a Man”, The Second Greatest Story Ever Told”, Exodus, 
and Roman’s VI for sexual purity amongst others.  The deacons organize the volunteers to run 
the program which normally includes an opening prayer,  possibly a video on a particular topic 
relating to men’s faith, large and small group discussions (men at tables of 8-10). The 
discussions and   videos relate to the pressures and temptations in today’s society. The 
meetings also may include a light meal.  

The deacon will lead the group in prayer, lead the large group and small group discussions.  He   
organizes the volunteers to provide setup, clean up, coffee and perhaps food.   
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Formation for Men aspiring to become Deacons is run through the St. John Vianney Seminary 
in the Saint Francis School of Theology for Deacons.  The Formation Program includes two 
phases; pre-ordination and post-ordination.  

Pre-Ordination 

Post Ordination 

Emmaus Spirituality  

 

As the disciples learned so much from their Savior 
by sharing their journey with him on the road to 
Emmaus and listening to his insights, so too do we 
as deacons call upon Jesus to guide us in time of 
spiritual and personal reflection once a month.  
Allowing our selves to be vulnerable, we share our 
lives with each other.  We journey  together humbly 
reflecting on our struggles, insights, and       
revelations about personal faith  encounters.   

 The encounter, begins with adoration using Lectio Divina for prayer and reflection, then share 
our lectio experience and where God has been with us in our ministry and family life…and our 
struggles with same, our desert experiences if you will.  We continue to share about areas of 
potential growth in life and ministry…what have I learned about myself today and what can I 
work on this next month.  We finish our session by soliciting prayer requests from each deacon 
until we meet again. We end the session by breaking bread together.  

After an invitation, the candidates study and discern for a minimum of 4 years.  The first year is 
the Spirituality Year which includes study of the Catechism and Church History, beginning 
philosophy and Pastoral Formation, developing a life of prayer and the universal call to 
holiness. Years 2-4 include classes in intellectual, pastoral, and spiritual formation.  The Deacon 
Directors recruit, screen, administer the program and do ongoing evaluation of the men in 
formation.  Retired and active Deacons teach the courses.  

Newly Ordained Deacons are required to undergo 3 years of supervised ministry.  A part of 
this ministry is on-going formation with the Seminary.  Once a month during the academic 
year, newly ordained Deacons receive certifications, practical training, prayer and academics 
to help broaden their understanding of the ministry.   
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Priests and Deacons should receive respect and reverence in life and in death.  Deacons are 
very active with helping both priests and deacons with their health care and housing 
concerns.  This includes, visiting with the sick, helping relocate and planning funeral liturgies.  
Periodic visits to ailing Clerics and scheduling the Sacraments, are routine operations. Funeral 
Liturgies are done with utmost care and in keeping with the desires of Church teachings.   

Clerical Funeral Plans with family 
information become very important during 
these times.  

  

 

 

 

“It’s becoming that they come back 
here to the place where it all began. 
For many of our priests, they 
started here. This is where they 
discerned the priesthood, This is 
where they formed their hearts to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus..”  

The Prophet Elijah House was built 
to allow retired priests to reside together  in fellowship and provide spiritual growth during 
their later years.  The Deacon responsible for managing the house sees to the needs of the 
priests, works with  scheduling maintenance contractors and ordering supplies.  The Deacon 
also assists the Carmelite nuns who provide a daily meal and housekeeping for the priests.   

Prophet Elijah House Ministry 

Retired Clergy Assistance  
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Precious Lives Ministry 
 

The loss of a child in pregnancy or at birth is a very difficult time for families.  Often, the child is 
left at the hospital without knowing that the precious life that died should be placed, 
reverently in a cemetery. 

In a pro bono partnership with Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Services of Northern Colorado, 
Deacons officiate a monthly non-denominational memorial service for the families at Mt. 
Olivet. They are also available to assist the families if they would like spiritual guidance.    

Angel Beds Ministry
As a part of the Precious Lives Ministry, a need surfaced for the manufacturing of coffins, 
known    as “Angel Beds” that provide dignity for the tiny little bodies of the deceased.   

Deacons were asked to help build these coffins and as usual, they stepped up in a big way.  
Deacons built the coffins to help those families who could not afford a burial otherwise.   

 In conjunction with "The Angel Bed Project", we were able to provide, at no charge, proper 
caskets, to those in need.  In addition to Angel Beds, small crosses are also provided as a way to 
remembrance for their little one. 

Deacons are provided with the plans and the hardware for the caskets.  We also provide the 
plans for the small crosses.   
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Mt. Olivet and St. Simeon Support Ministry 
 Numerous Deacons assist with interments at Mt. Olivet and St. Simeon on an ongoing basis.  

There are 2 special ministries to help families who are unable to provide their loved ones a 
place to lay them to rest.  The "Crypt of all Souls" is designed for families who may have 
cremated remains at home and just can't afford to lay them to rest at our cemetery. We will 
take them into our care for free. That is the main purpose of the crypt. We would rather people 
bring those loved ones to us, rather then keep them at home or do something else that isn't 
practiced by the Church.   

The Deacon also prays for the souls buried in the cemeteries.  He is also preparing an audio/ 
walking tour of all the deacon gravesites at the two cemeteries. 

 

 

    

Ft. Logan Burial Ministry 

On March 10, 1950, Congress authorized the use of military lands at Fort Logan as a national 
cemetery.  Burial in a national cemetery is open to all members of the armed forces who have 
met a minimum active duty service requirement and were discharged under conditions other 
than dishonorable. A Veteran's spouse, widow or widower, minor dependent children, and 
under certain conditions, unmarried adult children with disabilities may also be eligible for 
burial. Eligible spouses and children may be buried even if they predecease the Veteran. 
Members of the reserve components of the armed forces who die while on active duty or who 
die while on training duty, or were eligible for retired pay, may also be eligible for burial.  

Deacons assist the military families to lay their loved ones to rest on a regular basis by 
performing a scripture service during the interment.  Ft. Logan does have specific guidelines 
for clergy, for assistance please contact the deacon listed.  
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The Respect Life Ministries are coordinated through Catholic Charities.   Deacons help in a 
variety of ways to protect, defend and educate on the dignity of Human Life.  Through the 
Respect Life operations, Deacons promote and participate in the two 40 Days for Life campaigns 
in the spring and fall; and are asked to participate in the Mass and the Rally during the annual 
Celebrate Life March in January.  The Deacon Committee also works in the parish, schools and 
communities presenting talks in English and Spanish) on the topics of the dignity of life, 
marriage, gender ideology, conception and suffering. and religious liberty.  Deacons also 
promote Prayer in the Square at their parishes which often includes praying a rosary and 
chaplet outside of the Church or in a public setting.  The Respect Life Radio shows and podcasts 
which speak about the tough moral topics is led by a Deacon as well. 

 Make a public witness of 

your Faith                                   

Defending the dignity of 

all life 

 Marisol Health operates two medical centers on  Colorado’s 
Front Range that are fully equipped to help women make 
informed decisions about their reproductive health. 
They embraces individuals and families in need with          
life-affirming medical care and social services.  The medical  
clinics are based on a unique continuum of care model that 
leverages existing resources within Catholic Charities,  
including shelter and housing services, family and children’s 
services and counseling.   

 Deacons have initiated a program for fathers called “Fighting for Fatherhood”  to help them 
understand their role a the pregnancy and with their children. The Deacons will hold classes for 
those fathers. 

Marisol Health 

Respect Life Ministries 
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R+I+S+E Sexual Assault Assistance Ministry 
Apostolate of the Archdiocese  dedicated to affirming and working to uphold the  inherent 
human dignity of survivors of sexual assault while advocating for their holistic healing 
through education, counseling partnerships, and training of church leadership for spiritual 
accompaniment. We  accomplish this with  prayer intercession, and with love.  With clinical 
assistance from faith based counseling services healing comes when they see who they are 
as a child of God.  We need Christ for holistic  healing, and when a survivor has the 
awareness of Christ in their lives after a trauma, they have the path towards true healing. 

The Deacons and volunteers created the resource network, created information cards,           
hold trainings, started a website, and implemented  each aspect; now plan to educate 
through  presentations and media to middle school, high school and college  students.  

Marisol Homes provides safe and secure emergency and community-based housing for 
pregnant women, and single women with children, who are experiencing homelessness. They 
work with the women and families as they integrate back into the community by 
offering  counseling, job training, workshops and needed quality child care services for their 
children up to 12 years old.   They help the women to rebuild their lives by walking along side of 
them to secure housing and placing them on a trajectory to stability.  

Deacons involved in this ministry help to bring a compassionate male presence and visit with 
the women and  families. They share a meal with the residents once a month. They also assist 
with the charity aspect and the acquisition of donations like hygiene kits. 

 

Marisol Homes 
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Military Services Ministry 

 

  In partnership with the Archdiocese of Military Services, the deacon assigned   
assists military families so they can continue to grow in their faith while they are 
stationed at Buckley Air Force Base.  

 The deacon ensures military families can worship, receive sacraments and nurture 
their faith.  Deacons assist at the Sunday Liturgy; prepare dependent children of  
Military Personnel to receive the sacraments including First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation; assist Military Personnel with the Marriage Prep process and  
requirements as they prepare to entire into the Sacrament of Matrimony, as well as 
helping couples have their marriage con-validated.  Deacons assist in the annulment 
process for military personnel and their dependents who are divorced. Military 
personnel also have Bible studies and Adult Faith Formation available to them as 
well.  Deacons  also maintain and record all sacraments conferred at the Chapel.  

Fort Lyon  

  Supportive   

 Residential  

 Community 

 Fort Lyon is a recovery oriented transitional housing program in Las Animas, Colorado, that 
allows residents to recover from substance abuse in their own way and at their own pace. 
Residents are required to attend Community Meetings, New Beginnings Drug and Alcohol 
Education, and do their ongoing Recovery Work (examples include meetings and groups).  Ft. 
Lyon also provides referral resources including Social Worker, Probation Officer, Outreach 
Worker, Addictions Counselor, Behavioral Health Specialist, Primary Care Provider and Case  
Manager, so residents can identify needs and  build an effective recovery plan.  

Veterans are given priority and receive additional services to help them obtain VA Benefits.   

The deacon oversees the program including employees, contacting donors and agencies 
providing other resources to the residents.  He also works to build a statewide referral network 
so that those needing services in other areas of Colorado are made aware of Ft. Lyon.  

Veteran’s Rehabilitation Ministry 
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Deacons  assist them through their struggles as they make their way back to God’s Church.  
They are reminded “the Will of God will not take you where the Grace of God will not protect 
you”  which is a source of peace in their relationship with the Lord.    At an annual event 
hosted by the Diaconate and members of the Colorado Freedom Memorial, Deacons help 
spiritually-wounded veterans come back to their faith.  Deacons plan the event which 
includes Mass, Confession, faith-related speakers, faith-based counseling, resources for 
veterans, and a social that includes lunch.   

Many US Veterans leave the service with wounds that impact their lives.  These wounds are often 
directed at God and society; sometimes leaving the veteran homeless and lonely.  Our ministries 
are designed to help them heal through a deep encounter with their Savior.  For Deacon Veterans, 
these wounded souls are our brothers and sisters. 

Veterans Community Living Center at Fitzsimons 
The Veterans Community Living Center serves Veterans, Veteran’s spouses and Gold Star        
parents.  Their mission is to honor and respect those living and working at the home through 
companionship, empowerment, and individualized care while providing a comfortable and safe 
place to live. The Colorado State Veterans Home at Fitzsimons is a facility providing skilled  
nursing care and a specialized short-term rehabilitation unit.  The home provides long-term 
care, Alzheimer’s care and end-of-life/hospice services. 

 The Deacons in continuing effort to reach out to veterans in every stage of their lives, ensures 
that the Catholic residents receive Jesus in the Eucharist each week.  In conjunction with  St. 
Pius X Parish, it is also supported through the Diaconate Veterans outreach program.  Deacons 
provide opportunities for conversation, Word, and Eucharist.  The Deacons are working to 
expand the ministries to include a Mass and the Sacrament of reconciliation.  Deacons are also 
hoping to begin group rosaries and reflections on Sacred Scripture for the residents. 

In God We Trust 

Veteran’s Programs  
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The apostolate for Family Life seeks to address the varied 
issues and challenges we face as Catholics devoted to 
upholding the beauty and dignity of raising families. In an 
effort to reach the peripheries of our Catholic faith 
community the range of ministry efforts are    varied and     
diverse.  Examples include ministry efforts to support 
those suffering from the loss of a child through              
miscarriage to ministering to single  parent families   
affected by divorce or death of a spouse. This apostolate 
seeks to provide prayer,  education and spiritual support 
for those devoted to strengthening their Catholic families.                                     
The deacon provides guidance to parishes seeking to offer 
ministry services in their parishes by providing information about designated programs. The 
deacon also offers spiritual support to family life lay leaders as well as the lay faithful who 
attend ministry programs.   

Rachel’s Vineyard  

 
Do you know someone who is suffering from their         
abortion?  
 Processing a secret wound in the compassionate presence 
of others who have experienced the same, and in the light 
of God’s love and mercy, allows shame to be dispelled and 
will create a space to receive an abundance of joy in their 
heart and soul. This three-day Catholic weekend retreat is 
an extremely effective and efficient format for post-

abortion healing. There are numerous advantages to doing 
grief work without distraction or interruption from one’s 
job, family life and relationships…especially with the  
direction of a Priest, Counselor and lay facilitators. 

Family Ministry 

 The deacon assists with  promotion of the retreats by asking deacons to encourage and       
endorse the retreats at their parish by speaking to the pastor. He helps facilitate a Rachel’s 
Vineyard  representative to speak at the parishes.  On a limited basis the Deacon has also 
assisted  with the preparation and at the retreats.   
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Samaritan House Ministry  

Samaritan House is a Transitionary Shelter. They help men, women and children facing 
homelessness and assist them find a path to self-sufficiency.  Their program helps residents 
feel secure with basic needs so they can focus on learning life skills to become self sufficient in 
a 120 day program.  They also partner with outside organizations to help residents  with other 
resources and referrals. 

Deacons have assisted in numerous ways. They assist by helping the residents with their 
spiritual needs by assisting at Mass and Bible studies. They assist with the daily needs of the 
residents by helping at the shelter or collecting toiletry items or clothing.  

The residents are assisted spiritually individually  and with classes on the Gospels. The deacon 
along with Father Michael Suchnicki hold a class once a week.  The class begins with prayer, 
then the participants take turns reading aloud ,sharing their personal  thoughts on their faith, 
and questions they may have.  Fr. Michael and the deacon share an interpretation of the 
reading and  discuss the application of the reading to daily life to help residents go deeper into 
spiritual life.     
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Through the years, many Catholics have been wounded as a result of a difficult marriage   
ending in a civil divorce. These wounds extend to the entire family.  Programs designed for 
those affected by divorce are developed with the intention of building a relationship with God 
and allowing His Mercy to heal wounds steeped in pain, to bring hope and healing to those 
who have experienced loss, suffering and loneliness as the result of a broken marriage. 

 The Surviving Divorce Program is based on the teachings of the Catholic Church, and are    
confidential. Participants journey through a grieving and healing process with the guidance of 
trained facilitators who have  experienced the journey.  Individuals who attend gain wisdom 
and comfort as they witness to their pain and loss, while discovering a deeper understanding 
of God’s love for them in the healing power of Christ through the Church and the                  
Sacraments.  Deacons are a liaison between the diocese, the pastor, and the program team to 
provide support, counseling, guidance and spiritual direction.  

Adult Children of  Divorce Ministry 

As children, most victims of divorce were told, that their parents breakup was not their fault or 
problem, but they often blamed themselves and prayed for their parents reconciliation and 
their prayers seemed to go unanswered. As adults, they sometimes mask their pain with 
unhealthy habits or situations and often if they are married have no good example of how to 
honor their own vows.   

The Life Giving Wounds Program is a confidential retreat centered way for adults to reconcile 
the pain of their parents’ divorce; help get participants back to the Sacraments they yearn for, 
especially, Reconciliation and Eucharist; they are often the “nones” that are Catholic but not 
practicing.  It assists them in healing and ways to look for good examples for the sake and     
well-being of themselves and their children and provide ongoing support. 

The Archdiocese would like to have a parish partnership, where one parishes offer the Divorce 
Ministry Assistance and a neighboring parish offers the Adult Children of Divorce Ministry.  
Deacons will be the liaisons for the two programs providing counseling and spiritual direction. 

Surviving Divorce Ministry 
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At a Deacon Convocation in 2015, the Archbishop of Denver asked his Deacons to step up 
activities and receive certification in a more active annulment process.  Deacons are great 
Advocates for those seeking to get their affairs right with the Church.   

While many of the Deacons were already Advocates, the Deacon Community responded and 
represent the bulk of the Advocates in the Archdiocese.  These Advocates meet with the 
Petitioner and walk with them on their journey through completion of the annulment process. 
The Petitioner often shares many difficulties in their life that allows the Deacon to provide the 
tools needed for God to heal.    

More information on the Annulment Process can be provided by Lucinda Marquez in the 
Tribunal Office at (303) 722-4687.  

Annulments 

Through the years, many Catholics have been wounded as a result of a difficult marriage ending 
in a civil divorce. These wounds extend to the entire family.  Programs designed for those 
affected by divorce are developed with the intention building a relationship with God and       
allowing His Mercy to heal wounds steeped in pain. 

Divorce Programs   
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The Guadalupe Center offers programs  help those who are homeless and provides services 
that operate on a “support to succeed” approach where homelessness does not equate to 
hopelessness-- offering a way to get back on their feet.  The Center gives these residents a 
safe supportive place to live for a few months while they secure income and save the money 
to transition to affordable housing.   

Many people who have lost their jobs and their homes also become lost in their Faith.  The 
Deacon presence and support provides a means for them to re-discover their faith life.  A 
Chapel is located within the Center and provides a place for the residents to meet with Clergy 
who listen to their needs and who pray with them.   

Our Lady of  Guadalupe Shelter Ministry 
Ministry to the residents of the Guadalupe 
Community Center in  Greeley consists of Deacons 
assisting with the Spiritual needs of the residents by 
providing Spiritual counseling with an “ear to 
listening”, a Catholic presence, and a Communion 
Service every other week.  A Mass is also celebrated 
once a month for residents and staff. 

The Mission Shelter Ministry  
The Mission Shelter, a facility of Catholic Charities Northern in Fort Collins provides nightly 
shelter to homeless single individuals and families with children, along with laundry and 
shower facilities.  They serve breakfast and dinner for the residents of the shelter. The 
Mission has day shelter services during inclement weather.  They provide meals for those in 
need through the Hospitality Kitchen.  The Mission also provides Emergency Assistance for 
utilities and bus passes, along with a Senior Program and a Veterans’ Program. 

 Deacons lead liturgy and prayer services during the 
week for residents and staff members.   They 
interact with the residents during their visits.  The 
deacons  also assist with meal preparation         
including family night once a month where the 
residents are served on china and have the evening 
off from all kitchen duties.  
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Since the first centuries, Christians have followed Jesus’ lead by visiting those imprisoned as 
noted in Matthew 25:35 –”When I was in prison, you visited me.” Our primary mission is to 
bring God’s love and mercy to all we meet. We offer hope to those who may be in chaos and 
treat the incarcerated with dignity.  Deacons assist at Mass, lead Communion Services, 
Scripture Studies and facilitate RCIA.  

The Director of Prison Ministry, a Deacon, coordinates Clergy, Religious & lay Catholic 
volunteers by scheduling these facilities. He recruits, trains, supervises, volunteers, and directs 
personnel, as well as, the RCIA process for the prisoners.  The Director also coordinates facility 
staff and national diocesan prison ministry groups.  

The Director is working to introduce new programs that include a Victim Ministry that includes  
family member support groups, annual liturgical events for victims of violence, and referral 
programs for additional assistance to those in prison and their families.   

 

Prison Programs 
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Mulroy Center  

 The Mulroy Center is a day center for the elderly. They provide educational programs, 
discussion groups, social & physical activities. They advocate for seniors and coordinate their 
support networks. They  have companionship and a comfortable place to spend their day.   

Deacons walk with them on this journey showing Jesus’ and the Church's concern for them by 
spending time with them.  If they have troubles in their families or have a question about God 
or the faith, we talk about it.  These can be group  
discussions or one-on-one depending on the  
situation.  We play games with them like dominos or 
poker, and call bingo.  Occasionally we have a  
communion service or receive ashes on Ash 
Wednesday.   Sometimes during  special feasts, they ask 
for a presentation about the faith or famous saint.  In 
this setting  a  Deacon needs to be a good listener and be 
ready for anything; they are full of surprises!               

Racism Program & Ministry  

Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of Los Angeles and President of the US Conference of Catholic 
Bishops wrote the following: “Racism is a sin that denies the truth about God and his 
creation, and it is a scandal that disfigures the beauty of America’s founding vision. In our 
2018 pastoral letter on racism, my brother bishops and I stated: ‘What is needed, and what 
we are calling for, is a genuine conversion of heart, a conversion that will compel change and 
the reform of our institutions and society.’”   

Bishop Jorge Rodriguez has established a committee within the Archdiocese of Denver to 
eradicate the sin of racism within the Church of Northern Colorado. The deacon is a member 
of the committee. They are requesting resources from the USCCB, in order to structure the 
AOD program and to get resources out to the faithful of the diocese in the future.   
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Carron Coffee House Association provides recreational,  social 
and spiritual interaction for adults with developmental               
disabilities.  Cary Carron began the ministry in 1960 after 
teaching faith formation to a disabled teen.  The Knights of 
Columbus     assist with funding and transportation for the 
participants for the Friday evening program at Light of the 
World Catholic Parish.   The evening includes a Catholic Mass, 
entertainment and light refreshments.                 

Deaf  & Hearing Impaired Ministry 
The Deaf Ministry Program is designed to  assist those persons who are Deaf or Hard of 
Hearing and their families  so they can participate and grow in their Catholic faith, by providing 
Mass, helping them prepare  to receive the Sacraments, and instruction on the Faith in     
American Sign Language (ASL).  
 St. Bernadette Parish in Lakewood is home for the Colorado Catholic Deaf Community and 
offers weekly sacramental preparation, classes on the Faith and social activities after the  Mass 
for the Deaf celebrated every Sunday at 10:00am.        
An Interpreted Mass, with an ASL Interpreter, 
is also provided Sundays at 12:30 PM at St. 
Thomas More Parish in Centennial.     The 
Deacon assists at the Mass, preaches on 

 occasion and teaches both Sacramental 

 Preparation and Faith Formation.  

Carron Coffee House Ministry 

The Volunteers are very passionate about serving their patrons and engage in their ministry 
with Faith and Joy to share their love of God.  Patrons  have a sincere and deep faith and 
desire for community.  

Deacons assist in this ministry along with Father Roland Freeman by serving the liturgical 
needs of the community including assisting at the Mass, and assisting with the spiritual needs 
of the patrons.  
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Disaster Recovery Assistance Ministry 

When a local disaster strikes, be it a natural disaster or caused by human error or sin  Catholic 
Charities respond with supplies if needed and financial assistance. The deacons involved in this 
ministry in cooperation with Catholic Charities respond by going to the scene and assisting with 
the spiritual needs of the victims, first responders and others involved.  The team of deacons 
coordinating this ministry builds a roster of deacons able to assist in these situations depending 
on the location of the disaster.  

       

Fallen Away Catholics Ministry 

We all know people who were raised Catholic, but no longer practice their faith.  They may 
only attend Mass on Christmas, Easter or at weddings, funerals or other special events.  They 
may be out family members, our friends, or our neighbors.   All have stories and all have 
reason for leaving. We must reach out to them, reconnect with them answer their concerns, 
and bring the baptized back home to the faith.  

The Deacons in this ministry have helped 
individuals come back on a case by case basis, 
but now are doing research to  begin a ministry  
to help give people the tools to bring back their 
family and friends to the faith.  
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Hospices and Nursing Centers Ministry 

Medical Advisors Ministry 

 

The deacons who are doctors are available to help with questions from the clergy on issues that 
arise around the beginning and end of life. Specifically, these might be related to Natural Family 
Planning, infertility, contraception, and the like. Issues at the end of life involve advance         
directives, hospice and palliative care, ordinary and extraordinary  treatments, pain control, 
withdrawing life support, etc.   They are available to speak at parishes about beginning and end 
of life issues and how they relate to church teachings from an expert in Catholism & medicine.  
With permission they provide second opinions and provide information in lay person terms for 
patients and their families.  They give referrals as to facilities that might be best for their 
situation. They provide a loving and comforting presence.  They  testify at Congressional 
hearings as requested.  

When advice, care and recommendations are needed around hospice, the deacon can help the 
journey no matter which hospice agency you choose (you can choose any of the over 40      
agencies in Colorado). Deacon tries to make sure a patient is offered and receives Catholic 
services if desired, and that their Catholic faith is honored. Making sure the whole person is 
cared for—Medical, Spiritual, Emotional, Social/Family, & Financial issues that the medical 
problems impact. And to avoid agencies that support/enable physician assisted suicide. If you 
need advice on what hospice is, what it provides, and what is covered, he can help explain. He 
usually will  request medical records to help in discerning when is it appropriate for hospice, 
and can follow along with the family/patient as much as he can.   
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Courage/Encourage Programs 

St. John Paul II once said, “Courage is doing the work of God”.  Deacons have responded to that 
statement through programs designed for those with SSA.  Deacons meet with individuals that 
battle with this wound and help them to rely on God for their strength to endure and fight off 
these tendencies.  Deacons provide communal prayer, spiritual support and assistance and 
fellowship to men and women over 18 years old that strive daily to live a chaste life and 
understand their true identity in Jesus Christ.  The group meets confidentially twice monthly 
under the direction of a Deacon or Priest. 

Courage International                              

The Courage and the Encourage Programs are designed to help work with individuals who have 
same sex attractions (SSA) or are family members of someone who has (SSA).    

EnCourage International                              

“God doesn’t require us to succeed. He only requires that you try.” – St. Teresa of Calcutta.  
EnCourage is designed for family members and friends of SSA individuals to have opportunity 
to meet together and help each other. With the help of Clergy, EnCourage fosters communal 
prayer, conversation, encouragement, education, and moral support. This group meets once 
monthly.  Participation is confidential. 


